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_CBJ: Father Of The Nation

| bv Anthony C alger
Sociologist Ken Danns
was his usual self 1 his
recent viewpoint on Politi-
cal Myths
The University of Guy-
ana lecturer began with
general statements he held
to be true or self-evident -

that “political myth-mak-

ing is part and parcel of the
behaviors of many nation
states seeking to sirengthen
national consciousness,
promote patriotism, embei-
lish their historics and cei:
ebrate their heroes,” and
that “a political myth is an
ill-founded belief held
uncritically by an interested

discredit persons and or-
ganizations paying glow-

ing tribute t¢ the memory

of D1 Cireddi Jagan served
merely toexpose his fanati-
ca. dentity with those who
believe deliberate untruths,
venomous insinuations and
malicious and scurrilous
exaggerations are the way
lo'securing a narrow parti-
san advantage.

The first truth about
Dr. Jagan that Danns
sought to deny was to state
that “Burnham, whether or
not one was a supporter of
his rule, takes objective and
historical precedence over

Cheddi Jagan for any sin=—
-gleclaim tothe “fatherhood

organization, the People’s
Progressive Party, and con-
sciously voted Cheddi
Jaganinoffice intheir coun-
try’s August 11, 1961 gen-
eral elections as the first
Premier and first Head of
Government of British
Guiana, isn’t Cheddi Jagan
and -not Forbes Burnham
“the Father of the Nation”?

Secondly, @ Danns
sought torewrite history by
contending that Burnham,
not Cheddi Jagan, was a
founder and leading light
in the regional integration
movement.

Is Danns denying that

the regional integration

movement began with the

".establishment of the West

Indian Federation? Then I
have news for him.

The very first para-
graph of a June 1996 edi-
tion of The History of
CARICOM tells us that
“the establishment of the
Caribbean Community and
Common Market
(CARICOM) was the re-
sult of a 15-year effort to
fulfil the hope of regional
integration which wasborn
with the establishment of
theBritish West Indies Fed-
eration in 1958.”

Adds the edition: “The
West Indies Federation
cameto anend in 1 962, but

its ¢ nd N many "wayvs. must

ed as the ae*e

ginning of what is now'the

_ing qualities,”

~ematicious.

Flashback: President Cheddi Jagan aressing section othe International

Conference on a New Global Human Order in Georgetown, in August 1996.

restrict his interest in

achieving social justice for
the working class to sugar
waorkers? And once he as-
sumed the presidency in
1992, did he not by 1996
“make a positive differ-
ence” by ensuring that the'
incomes of all workers rise
above the rate of inflation
and infact increaseby 130%
to 150% above what they
were in 19927
Bysayingthat “Jagan’s
leadership in reality re-
vealed selfishand self-serv-
Danns also
impungned the’ integrity
bothof Dr. Jaganand of the
ieadership of the PPP/
CIVIC alliance i» G mmost

manner.

and scurnious’  famious politiciANG

Anyone who knows
Guyana’s politicians and
political history ought to
know that had it not been
for Burnham’s crafty coi-
laboration with U.S./Brit-
ish intelligence to manipu-
late Guyana’s political
process, a practice Britain
and the United States have
publicly apologized to the
Guyanese peopleforengag-
ing in, Burnham would not
have had thechance toban-
ish Guyana into the wilder-
ness of Hemispheric devel-
opment.

Far from' being Guy—
ana’s greatest politician,
Burnham shouid hav:been
branded Guyana & most in-

com-
mitted hioh .ireacon with

search can bear this out.
Danns, not the majority
of the Guyanese people,
should “cut the crap” and
get on with the serious task
of rationally assessing the
contributions that the late
Cheddi Jagan made to Guy-
ana being what it is today.
Of all the other “politi-
cal myths” about Cheddi
Jagan that professor Danns
felt compelled to try to dls-
pel, the one I'd like to tri-
tique, finaily, 1s the sqcxolo-
gist’s boast*that Burnham,
not Jagan, was “the greatest

politician in Guyana’s his- &

tory.”
The best -vay to end this
essay is w0 reiteraie Mr.

Hydar Aily'c pointtha those -

- whnainthe wamaafanadamia


See page below�


“WMashback: Nice to meetyou My President,’ this little
tnb -seems to be saying as Dy Jagan took a walk at the

‘National-Park on Easter Day of ’96

,,gmup of people.”

" Hethen movedto more
vapecxﬁc conclusions: that
‘Guyana’s “people can ill
#fford to wallow in myths

and falsehoods about its
leaders and the society,””

and that “it is both danger-
F@us and divisive for such

-poliffcal myths to be ped- -

‘dled at this time.” -
| Scholarly, perhaps.
But highly flawed, for real.
. Inhiseagernesstovent
his anti-PPP/CIVIC bias,
professor Danns failed to
‘inform us that “political
. myth” 1s anacademic term

‘he used to politicalize -the
word “myth.” The word -
“myth” itself has several

\meamngs one of which is
“a traditional or legendary
story, usually concerning
“some superhuman being or
some alleged person or
‘event, with or without a
determinable basis of fact
or a natural explanation.”
Far from whar Danns
sought to imply. ‘herefore,
ine word “myth” refere
equally to what is real as to
what is alleged ¢ exist
Secondly Danns’ at-
tempt 1o distort history and

«of the nation’.’

Danﬁkﬁiihselfhascon—
ceded that “Cheddi Jagan
was thefirst Guyaneseto be
Premier during the latter

.days of colonial rule.” But
“he apparently didn’t think

we were intelligentenough

- to realize that a couniry or

territory or state: doesn’t
have to achieve political

independence to be termed

a “nation.”
My 1991 Webster

‘Dictionary defines “na-

tion” as “a body of people
united under a particular
organization and usually

_occupving a defined terr-

fory.” Andthe 198 edition

‘ofthe Random House Dic-

tionary oi the English Lan-
guage defines it as “a body
of peopie. associated with a
particuiar territory. that is
sufficiently consciouns of its
Mty L seek o7 10 POssess
sovernmeni’ peculiaily iis
awn. A second Random
House meamnng of ‘naton’
s simply. ‘errory or
country itself

3o, since Guianese, as-
sociated with a particular
territory, British Guiana,
united under a particular

- DEFFCEURUCU ad> tio ayoss

ginning of what is now'the
Caribbean Community.”
The Federation was a
kind of federal government
drawn fromeightistand na-
tions and the mainland ter-
ritories of British Hondu-

- ras and British Guiana.

Surely, Danns hasn’t for-
gotten that Theddi Jagan
was this country’s premier
political leader during that
period. In fact it was Dr.
Jagan who led Guiana’s
delegation to what The His-
tory of CARICOM de-
scribes as the first Heads of

Government Conferencein -
Trinidad and Tobago in

July of 1963 to discuss Port-
of-Spain’s proposal for the
creation of a Caribbean
Economic Community.
As a preamble to the
Georgetown Accord emerg-
ing from the Eighth Con-
ference of Heads of Gov-

_ernmentof Commonwealth
Caribbean Countrics {April -

9-12, 1973}  itates,
CARICOM as we know it
today was meant “te con-
solidate and streng fhu‘; the
bonds of unity w hich have

historically existed »mong
their peoples.
Thirdly i:anns re-

jected (he characteristic ¢f

Dr. Jagan ag « champion of

the poor anc i
class

Aren't snger workers
among ‘the poor wadwork-

ing class ? Besides, when

Dr Jagan rafi for and won
efection to the Legislative
Assembly in 1947, did he

working <

/1umu.1vw Kl“ a\gu:;*vuu
“hanner.

Of the other three po-

litical myths about Dr.

«Jagan that Danns used poi-

soned weapons of contro-

versy to try to dispel, the -
only one worth-any kind of -

critique is the sociologist’s

Sihriey derrias

mmcd high meason with -

external forces 1o remove a
constitutionally elected
government fromofficeand
who, as head of govern-
ment, 1mposed a self-
centered dw&atonalmleon

boast that Burnham, not be ing th

Jagan, was “the greatest

tory.”

polxtxcian in Guyana 's ius-‘

B S T

“who mtheuameotaeademxa
would seek io dowiiplay the
political and historical sig-

mﬁcanceofDrQheddtJagan
should leam; make a dis-
tinction hetwwn saetalfacts

; This phi (ograph was iaKe “Women's Progressive Organization [j
! VWPO) marc ditra to her graveside. Heading ihe |
¢! deonsiration } Feneral Sceretar 452 T uantony ,
 Bierieican I |

Smce tiat eme P wsiil
| women in general. xver
Carnelia 1da, West Coast, D

"Vlarch 8 marks the anmv..rsary of the brutal klllmg of Kowsnlla a sugar worker
who died defending the rights of workers. This tragedy took placein 1964 when: sugar l
i \w:orkers wese on strike and scabs of the PNC tried to break the strike

| She and ather women sugar workers were defending a bridge, to prevent scabs
' wwling, when a tractor rode over her, killing her and injuring several other

26 been declared a heroine of women workers aind
aer death is commemorated =t her graveside at




